To

A. LAWRENCE LOWELL

PRESIDENT OF HA^AR^ UNIVERSITY

DEAR PRESIDENT LOWELL,

This book is the fruit of a course of lectures
delivered at the Lowell Institute in the first year of
your College Presidency. Will you allow me to
dedicate it to you as a token of sincere admiration
ana' friendship, and with every hope that the great
University of Harvard may go from strength to
strength under your vigorous and enlightened rule ?

Though there have been a few alterations and
additions, this little volume substantially repre-
sents my lectures as they were written for delivery,
nor have I attempted to convert a series of discourses
intended for a general audience into a complete or
systematic treatise.- The subject is large, and I do not
profess to supply more than a bare outline of the
course of Republican thought and action from the
downfall of the Roman Empire to the present day.
But the matter is comparatively unfamiliar, and, save
for Emilio Castelar's " Historia del Movimiento Re-
publicano," a characteristic monument of Andalusian
exuberance, I am not aware that it has been made the
subject of a book. To an American audience, nurtured